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From the Minister:
IMAGINING PRAYER

“If you want to empathise with the people of Gaza, don’t eat for a week, don’t sleep for a week. This is not about words but about action.” So went an anguished report on BBC lunch-time news pleading with the world to take notice and engage in some real action to alleviate the human catastrophe unfolding before our eyes even as I write.

These words about empathy made me wonder how often our prayers are just words without imagining what conditions must be like for those for whom we pray.
We don’t need to know all the rights and wrongs of the sad history of the Middle East,  we don’t have to take sides –  it is enough to know that so many innocent men, women and children are suffering as I write this and almost certainly still by the time you read this.                 .  
These words about empathy made me think of those oft quoted words of a Sioux Indian –“Great Spirit, help me never to judge another until I have walked in his moccasins for two weeks.”
I put the above quotation into my computer and the web came up with the following – “What does it mean to walk a mile in the other person's moccasins? Have you ever felt bad for someone else? That is empathy! Empathy consists of the capacity to place yourself in the role of the other person and seeing things the way that he would. … Feeling empathy helps us understand others and practice peace.” “There are always two sides to a conflict. The inability to see the situation from the other person's perspective contributes to rigid thinking and prejudice”. 
The above quotation is taken from I Stop My Bully Behavior, 
a programme for helping             children to deal with their anger from an American organization called, interestingly, “Talk, Trust & Feel”.
“Talk, trust, feel” – a good way of defining empathy. 

“Talk, trust, feel” – a good way of thinking about our prayers for others.

“Talk, trust, feel” – a good way of describing what happens when we join with others in “Imagining the Bible”. 

If the above personal thoughts I have shared with you can inspire us to go on from “Imagining the Bible” to the practice of “Imagining Prayer” then imagine what the result might be? 

To paraphrase the words with which I began, true “Imagining Prayer”is not just about words but about action.

Or as John put it one of his Letters – “Whoever claims to live in Christ must walk as he did.” (I John 2: 6)
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READINGS AND PRAYERS FOR 2009

Assurance

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged”.  








         Deuteronomy 31 v 8
Heavenly Father, as we look back over 2008, thank You for every blessing You have poured upon us and Your faithfulness in difficult times.   Please forgive us for our failures and fill us afresh with the strength of Your Spirit for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

Justice

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.  Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence O Lord.”


Psalm 89 vs14, 15.

We worship you Almighty God; all truth and righteousness spring from You and every act of injustice and falsehood is known to you.  Please grant that we may demonstrate Your mercy and grace and bring about justice wherever we can in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Peace
“As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes”.


         Luke 19 v 41
O God, as we think about how Jesus must have felt when he wept over Jerusalem we plead with you that some final solution may be found to bring peace to the Middle East.  Work in the hearts of the leaders of the nations that they will pursue ongoing just and peaceful settlements.   Amen

Our Nation

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land”.       2 Chronicles 7 v14
“God of righteousness and truth …grant the guidance of Your Spirit. …never to lead the nation wrongly… but laying aside all private interests and prejudices keep in mind the responsibility to seek to improve the condition of all mankind, so may your kingdom come and your name be hallowed.  Amen” (from words prayed before each sitting of the House of Commons)




Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
    (As advertised, usually last Sunday of month)

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Bible Study


(As advertised)

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 


(Meets every 2nd week Sept-June)

                         OUR WORSHIP - (Services led by Rev Bob GLOVER except where indicated)


MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 5th April 2009 


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 22nd March 


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








EVENING SERVICES


Please note that these continue on the LAST Sunday of each month 


at 6.15 p.m. until the end of May.











Operation Christmas Child 


– Shoebox Update


Thanks are expressed to everyone who contributed to the Shoebox Appeal, 2008. We collected 130 boxes, with an additional £200 in donations. 12,389 boxes were sent off from the warehouse in December to Belarus. As the newsletter went to press John and Lyn Marshall were in Belarus to meet the lorry and distribute the shoeboxes to all the children and young people. Thank you for your support and start collecting items for this year’s appeal. More details nearer the time.











Pastoral Cover


Rev Robert SIMPSON (01875 810308) will provide emergency pastoral cover from Monday 26th January until Monday 2nd February.























Thanks


Betty Kerr would like to thank the Church for the flowers received following the loss of her husband Alex.





Irene Paulet would like to thank everyone for flowers and cards received following her recent 80th birthday.





‘Souper Sunday’ - Grateful thanks are expressed to everyone who contributed to the AIDS/HIV project. Over £500 was raised towards Lothian Presbytery’s target of £10,000. Thanks are also expressed to all who took part in the service and prepared the lunch.     








IMAGINING THE BIBLE


The next series of six meetings will be held from 3rd February – 10th March when the ‘imaginings’ will tie up with the following Sunday’s Gospel reading. One of the encouraging things for participants is that this way of reading the Bible depends less on knowledge than on a willingness to ‘imagine’ and to feel. Those who have come regularly to these meetings have clearly enjoyed the experience. Those who haven’t already done so are warmly invited to give it a try.














Sunday 1st March (1st in LENT)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. David COOPER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev John KNOX





Sunday 8th March


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 15th March 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 


Followed by Congregational AGM & Lunch





Sunday 22nd March 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. 


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 29th March


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Tom GORDON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. Rev Bob GLOVER


6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship. Duncan MORGAN





Sunday 5th April (Palm Sunday)


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 
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BLESSING


On 21st December, 2008  


       Keir Robert LAIDLAW, 15 South Seton Park


FUNERALS


On 25th November, 2008   


Alexander (Alex) Campbell KERR, 2 Castle Road


On 12th December, 2008  


	Mrs Karen Anne ANDERSON, Links Villa


On 31st December, 2008   


	George Carver CUMMING, 29 Golf Drive








�


After a seasonal break Coffee Time and Chalmers Lunches return in February. Coffee Time meets on 1st Wednesday of the month, next meeting on 4th 10am – 12noon. Lunches meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month next meeting on 18th 12noon – 2pm. YOU are most welcome at either or both of these in our Church Hall.











NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 2009


Cut out and keep in your diary.


ISSUE 		DEADLINE 			AVAILABLE


Easter 		22nd March			5th April


Summer 		25th May			14th June


July/Aug		16th August			30th August


Harvest		27th September 		11th October


Christmas		15th November 		29th November	








Sunday 18th January


	10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


	11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 25th January 


	10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship with David COOPER


	11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship.  


         	Sacrament of HOLY COMMUNION (with Crèche)


	6.15 p.m. Evening Worship followed by brief 	celebration of HOLY COMMUNION





Sunday 1st February – Rev Tom GORDON


	10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


	11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 8th February


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 15th February


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 





Sunday 22nd February


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship. Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship. 


6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship. 











HOME COMMUNION


Members who through illness or disability are unable to attend either of the forthcoming morning or evening communions and would like communion brought to them on the afternoon of Sunday 25th January are invited to speak to their Elder in the first instance or to telephone the Minister. 





Can we use this nationwide campaign to encourage people in our community to ‘come home’ to Chalmers Memorial Church? If you have any ideas, please come along to a short ideas meeting on Tuesday 20th January in the hall at 7.30pm. 








MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road, Port Seton


Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the


 Minister’s day off)





The next meeting of the 


Candle Coffee Club will be on 


Thursday 19th February. 


Meeting at 10a.m. in 


Longniddry Inn.


The speaker will be a 


Ian McNeill


All Welcome








